

Team Profile for the appointment of A

house for duty Team Vicar

to serve the villages of Ipsden and North Stoke

within the langtree team ministry
The Appointment
The Bishop of Dorchester and the Team Rector are seeking to appoint a Team Vicar to serve two of the rural parishes which make up the Langtree Team Ministry.  The Langtree Team is in a large area of outstanding natural beauty and lies at the southern end of the Chilterns. It is in the Henley Deanery and the Dorchester Archdeaconry of the Diocese of Oxford.  The villages lie in an ancient woodland area once known as Langtree, with Reading to the south (about 12 miles), Henley-on-Thames to the east (about 10 miles) and Wallingford to the northwest (about 3 miles).

The Team was formed in 1981 with Checkendon, Stoke Row and Woodcote.  In 1993 it was enlarged to include the parishes of Ipsden and North Stoke with Mongewell. The Team was further enlarged in 2003 to include the parish of Whitchurch and Whitchurch Hill.

The Team’s complete ministerial staff has the Team Rector serving Checkendon and Stoke Row, a stipendiary Team Vicar at Woodcote and non-stipendiary Team Vicars on a house-for-duty basis serving (a) Ipsden and North Stoke and (b) Whitchurch and Whitchurch Hill.  There is a licensed Reader, a non-stipendiary Team Pastor and a part time Administrator.

The Langtree Team staff provide support for the parishes in developing their response to local ministry needs.  Churchmanship across the parishes is central and unfussy.

Each parish in the Team has its own PCC and churchwardens, and appoints two representatives to the Team Council which meets quarterly.  Parishes contribute funds to cover the expenses of the Team, in particular for the clergy and administrator, but in every other way they are financially independent of each other.  Each parish maintains a church building and churchyard, the parish quotas are paid in full and all buildings are in good order. There is a Team Office with copying and printing facilities at Stoke Row, and an Administrator is employed to assist the staff in the more desk bound aspects of ministry.
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www.langtreechurches.org




    www.facebook.com/langtreechurches
St Mary's North Stoke               

The Team's main priorities are the provision of worship on a regular basis at each of the member churches and pastoral care that is both realistic and appropriate. There are many opportunities for Christian witness and fellowship in the communities that we serve, and the Team council encourages an adaptable,creative response to these by PCCs and staff team members.

Whilst the House for Duty post holder will be primarily involved with parochial ministry in Ipsden and North Stoke, the Team staff are expected to be flexible in their approach to ministry, so that, for example, holiday leave or other absences may be covered.
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      Lanes around Ipsden.

Ipsden
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The village is part of the Chiltern AONB landscape with rolling hills, woodland and large mixed/arable farms. It is a working community of about 300 people. There is a post office and shop which is the geographical hub of the village. The hamlet of Hailey falls within the parish and includes the popular King William pub with its magnificent views across the Chilterns. The local economy is mainly agricultural, but also within the village there are a number of thriving small businesses.  There are several active organisations, including Ipsden Church Friends, monthly music recitals in the church as well as occasional arts & crafts exhibitions, a private nursery school, a well-supported cricket club, Village Hall and website. www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk   

Church members produce "The Window", a monthly newsletter for both parishes.

    St Mary's Ipsden

The parish church of St Mary the Virgin seats 120 and the churchyard is well cared for. The chancel is maintained by St John’s College Cambridge. The Church Electoral Roll stands at 40.
St Mary's Church five year plan was agreed at the APCM in April 2015 with the following aims: 
· Within 5 years, to double the average number of regular worshippers from the current 12 to 24. 
· Implement succession planning for lay leadership within the church.

· Continue to fully pay our Parish Share through fundraising activities without recourse to reserves.
· Establish our Church as a key centre of our community, using the Ipsden Church Friends, St Mary’s Players [a lively and enthusiastic church based drama group, who have staged an annual pantomime for more than 15 years.] and the Ipsden PCC Entertainments Committee.
· Improve our church facilities by the provision of a lavatory and a small kitchen.
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Local clergy are often invited to participate (you have been warned!) in village entertainments, such as the annual pantomime and in the summer, Music in the Field.

The Friends of St Mary the Virgin Church, Ipsden  was established in 2014. The objective of Ipsden Church Friends is to reach out to those across the world, whether Church-goers or not, for whom Ipsden has a special place in their hearts. All kinds of links with Ipsden are valid, such as local family or friends, birth, baptism, marriage or burial, or by having resided here.  Friends of St Mary’s Church are invited to help us with our responsibilities by:

· raising funds to be used exclusively for the conservation, embellishment and maintenance of Ipsden Church, through PCC approved projects

· maintaining our Church’s independent state
· enhancing and preserving its use for the wider community now and for future generations.
http://www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk/friends.htm 

The church also hosts regular Art and Craft exhibitions and Sunday afternoon Tea Concerts. An exciting new initiative is the lay-led family service on the second Sunday.

North Stoke & Mongewell
Only a mile away from Ipsden, North Stoke is very much a Thames-side village. The Ridgeway footpath runs through the village and the churchyard so St Mary's church is regularly visited by walkers. North Stoke is popular for its peace and quiet, as the older part is in a cul-de-sac without any through traffic. It has attracted a combination of commuters travelling to London from Goring station and those in retirement. 

North Stoke is currently a small parish of about 200 people with a village hall and a golf course, but this is set to increase with the ongoing development of the Carmel College site in the hamlet of Mongewell. 

The 13th century flint church of St Mary with its unique medieval wall paintings seats up to 100 people and the churchyard is well maintained.  St Johns College, Cambridge are responsible for the maintenance of the chancel. 
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The Church is managed by two joint Churchwardens who live in the village. The typical congregation is between 8 and 12 but there is very strong community support for festival services, notably Easter, Harvest and Christmas, with a full house for the annual Nine Lessons and Carols service. The Deputy Churchwarden, Jon Harris, runs a monthly All Age Service every third Sunday which has been successful and attracts around 10-15 children and their families. The Electoral Roll has 43 members.  

There is an active Playgroup, a Book Club, Beavers and a Village Quiz team that represents both villages in the South Oxfordshire Village Quiz League. There are regular social evenings and village quizzes in the Village Hall. There is also a coffee morning on the first Tuesday of every month which is a good opportunity for all to meet up on a regular basis, hosted by different village members.   

About 80 people currently live in Mongewell, a hamlet half a mile north along the Ridgeway from North Stoke.  There is the ancient redundant (semi ruinous) church of St John the Baptist in the grounds of the old Carmel (Jewish) College beside the river Thames.
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Mongewell is set to grow into a much larger community. Planning permission has been granted for 198 new dwellings on the old College site and work is due to commence in early 2016. This will increase the population considerably and there are expectations that project will include good community facilities. The current (retiring) Team Vicar has been actively involved in liaising between the developers and the existing community. There will therefore be considerable potential for ministry development and the Team Council envisages that this will eventually become a significant area for Christian ministry within the Team

The Other Parishes of the Langtree Team Ministry.
Checkendon
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This pretty village has about 470 inhabitants.  The medieval church of SS Peter & Paul dates from 1152 and unique wall paintings have recently been discovered. Much work as been put in to the reordering and redecorating of the church, including complete re-roofing in 2012 at a cost of over £300,000. The church can seat approximately 120 people and the churchyard is still in use.  Recently there has been increased emphasis on congregational participation in services, and lay involvement in pastoral work such as marriage and baptism preparation.  There is a flourishing children’s ministry "Sunday Fun", based in the neighbouring C of E (Aided) primary school. This has about 90 pupils drawn from surrounding parishes.  There is a village hall and pub, and several small businesses. www.checkendon.org
Stoke Row
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This woodland parish has a small Victorian flint church built in 1846.  There is a population of about 640 people and the village has a C of E school with about 90 pupils which has recently become voluntary aided in status, a village hall, sports pavilion, shop and two pubs.  There is also a non-conformist Chapel served by a part time minister.

Stoke Row is a very active village, with many local clubs and organisations. The parish church and Team ministry collaborate with the Chapel and the school in many areas. The church has just completed an imaginative reordering, including kitchen and toilet facilities, and this has enabled to school to use the building as their hall under licence for four days a week during term time. www.stokerow.net.  

Woodcote

This is the largest village in the Team. It has almost 3000[image: image9.jpg]


 inhabitants, many of whom work in London and Reading as well as locally.  There is primary, secondary and pre-school provision.  The church dates from the 12th century, but was completely rebuilt in 1846.  Development of work with families is a priority and a Messy Church has been running successfully for over three years.  The village also has a Roman Catholic church built in the 1950s and served by a priest living in Goring.    There are many active village organisations, a large village hall, two general shops, a post office, a garden centre and a health centre. www.woodcote-online.co.uk 
Whitchurch on Thames
This is the second largest village in the Team, with many commuters who use the nearby mainline railway station.  The ancient parish church of St Mary the Virgin was largely rebuilt during the Victorian period. The church facilities have been transformed over the last decade, with a new purpose built vicarage, and parish room. The priority for the PCC in the coming years is now the church building itself, with significant roofing works required as a matter of urgency.  It is the largest church building in the Team ministry area. Whitchurch on Thames has two pubs, a village hall, a state primary school and payment of 60p will allow you to cross the toll-bridge over the Thames to the shops and amenities of Pangbourne.
Whitchurch Hill
Up the hill from Whitchurch on Thames lies the smaller sister settlement of Whitchurch Hill. Their combined populations come to around 1800 people. It is a more rural community, with one pub, but no shop or school. Church services alternate between the two Whitchurches and the congregations are largely the same, with more focused "Family Worship" at St John's twice monthly. A "Friends" Scheme is in the process of formation, to support both churches.
Parish Priorities in Ipsden and North Stoke.
It will be important for the new priest to work closely with the Ipsden & North Stoke PCC in evolving priorities for ministry, which meet the needs of the parishes and his or her particular skills, but the following areas for possible development in ministry have been identified by the churches:

· Build on and encourage opportunities for greater involvement by lay people and the wider community in worship.

· Maintain a preaching tradition that relates to current issues with an enquiring theological approach.

· Visit homes, creating contacts both within and between various sections of the community, particularly those new to the communities and those in difficulties.

· Help to maintain the production of a newsletter or similar means of focus and communication for the villages.

· Develop educational opportunities among the congregation, encouraging deeper spiritual awareness and greater involvement in the pastoral and missionary work of the Church.

· Provide a Christian focus for the new community at Mongewell, liaising with all stakeholders.

· Continue to develop the working of the PCCs, involving a wide variety of people in leadership.

Duties and Responsibilities
The Team Vicar will be licensed to the Team for a period of 5 years, with responsibility for Ipsden and North Stoke parishes.

The appointment is on a “house-for-duty” basis.  This means that no stipend is paid, but the postholder will reside rent-free in the Vicarage in Ipsden on the same basis as an incumbent.  In return, the postholder is expected to carry out all the usual pastoral and ministerial responsibilities of an incumbent, including chairing of the two PCCs (or sharing this task with lay chairs) and attendance at the quarterly Team Council meetings.  

The time commitment involved is the equivalent of two full days per week plus Sundays.  Expenses are reimbursed in full, in accordance with Diocesan guidelines.  A working agreement will be drawn up and reviewed annually with the Team Rector, to whom the postholder is accountable.

Within these time constraints, the Team Vicar should expect to participate fully in all the activities of the Team, which will include taking services in other churches in the Team, attending weekly staff meetings at the Team Office, covering for sickness or holiday and, following consultation with the Team Rector, any other specialist or general pieces of ministry (for example taking occasional school assemblies and/or serving as a school governor) as appropriate.  Sharing in the life of the Henley Deanery is expected.

Pattern of Worship at Ipsden and North Stoke
	1st Sunday 
	
	
	
	

	9.30am

11am
	Parish  Communion

Morning Prayer
	Ipsden

North Stoke
	CW

BCP

	2nd Sunday
	
	
	
	

	10am

11am
	Family Service

Parish Communion
	Ipsden

North Stoke
	 CW

	3rd Sunday
	
	
	
	

	9.30am

10.30am
	Parish  Communion

All Age Worship 
	Ipsden

North Stoke
	CW



	4th Sunday
	
	
	
	

	9.30am

11am
	Morning Prayer

Parish  Communion
	Ipsden

North Stoke
	BCP

CW

	5th Sunday
	
	
	
	

	10.30am
	Team Celebration
	A single service somewhere in the Team Ministry Area
	Common Worship


The above is a simple outline of the basic pattern at Ipsden and North Stoke. On a given Sunday there are between 7 and 10 services held across the Team Churches, in a wide variety of styles. The Team Ministry offers seasonal templates for regular services such as Holy Communion. The Team Rector actively encourages each parish to develop and adapt its worship pattern to changing needs.  Each ordained minister normally spends three Sundays each month at his or her designated church(es) and one Sunday elsewhere.  The service plan also involves the Licensed Lay Minister, visitors, and other lay helpers.

Vicarage and Location
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The Vicarage is situated in the village centre of Ipsden and is an excellent modern four-bedroom detached house on a small estate. 

The property has been upgraded to have very low running costs with the latest developments in low-carbon heating and insulation which has now set a standard for other clergy properties in the future. It is one of the four "eco-vicarages" in the Diocese of Oxford. From the small garden at the back of the house there are attractive views across the fields to wooded hills.  Ipsden village shop and post office is within walking distance.

The vicarage is about ½ mile from Ipsden Church and 2 miles from North Stoke Church, so the ability to drive is essential. 

Within the parishes of the Langtree Team, there are primary schools at Woodcote, Whitchurch, Checkendon(C/E) and Stoke Row(C/E), and a secondary school at Woodcote.  The Oratory School (Roman Catholic Independent Day & Boarding) is also at Woodcote and is a major local employer. Ipsden has a flourishing private day nursery, which runs in the former primary school buildings. The nearest market town is Wallingford, and the A4074, which divides the parishes has regular bus services to Oxford and Reading, for regular fast train services to London.
Person Specification
We look for the following qualities in the new Team Vicar:

· A firmly grounded personal faith expressed with humour and tolerance.

· An understanding, and preferably experience, of small rural communities and a vocation to working and living with them.

· Perseverance and cheerfulness in working with small congregations.

· Personal maturity and stability.
· Well organised, and computer literate.

· Ability to relate to a wide range of people and their needs..

· Ability to work collaboratively, contributing to the support and fellowship of colleagues across the Team Ministry and Deanery.

Appointment Process
Applicants should complete the application form available at www.oxford.anglican.org, giving as much information as possible and continuing on additional sheets as necessary.  The completed form must be sent or emailed to 

The Archdeacon of Dorchester 

Arran House,

Sandy Lane,

Yarnton,

Oxford OX5 1PB

Tel: 01865 208218  email: bishopdorchester@oxford.anglican.org
For further details or to arrange an informal visit to the parishes please contact the Team Rector, the Revd Kevin Davies, on 01491 680252. E
mail:revkevdavies.langtree@yahoo.co.uk

CRB Enhanced Disclosure is required for this post.
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